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Climb for Hope Takes Breast Cancer Research to New Heights 

 
East Lansing, Mich.—National breast cancer fundraising body, Climb for Hope (CFH), is 

taking breast cancer research to a new height—19,340 feet to be exact. CFH members 

will scale Mt. Kilimanjaro in Tanzania this June to raise money for the cause.  

“Not only is our Kilimanjaro climb ambitious, so is our mission,” said Ben 

Wordan, a Team MI climber for CFH. “Our goal is find a viable treatment for breast 

cancer by 2009 with the money that we raise.”  

CFH seeks passionate Michigan residents to be a part of Team MI and have an 

opportunity to partake on the Mt. Kilimanjaro climb this June and future climbs. World-

class climber Chris Warner will lead the expedition. Prior experience is not necessary, 

but candidates must be in good physical condition.  

For more information on donating or joining Team MI, visit 

www.climbforhope.com. 

The raised money will go towards helping Dr. Leisha A. Emens, medical 

oncologist at the Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center at Johns Hopkins 

University, in her research to develop a vaccine to treat late-stage breast cancer. The 

funds will enable Dr. Emens to perform immune-based therapy trials on late-stage 

women, and conduct an additional study on a vaccine booster that would prevent the 

disease from returning. Immune-based therapy is a novel cancer treatment strategy that 

recruits an individual’s immune system to fight cancer. This approach takes advantage 

of the body’s own ability to fight cancer in a highly specific way that avoids the 

debilitating side effects commonly associated with standard cancer treatments like 

chemotherapy and radiation. This research would potentially be instrumental in finding 

a cure for other cancers. 

Members of CFH have already raised $150,000 from the Cotopaxi, Ecuador 

climbing expedition in January, and hope to reach a goal of $300,000 in 2008 to support 

Dr. Emons.  

 

Climb for Hope was organized to raise and channel funds towards targeted and 

promising research in the fight against breast cancer.  CFH seeks to find a viable 

treatment for breast cancer by 2009. 
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